Papillary-cystic variant of acinic cell carcinoma of the salivary gland diagnosed by fine needle aspiration biopsy. A case report.
Fine needle aspiration (FNA) biopsy is reliably used to classify most conditions involving the salivary glands. It is useful for establishing, or at least suggesting, the diagnosis in unusual cases or narrowing the differential diagnosis. A 25-year-old male presented with a slowly enlarging mass of the left parotid. FNA biopsy of the parotid gland was performed, and a diagnosis of papillary-cystic variant of acinic cell carcinoma was suggested. The patient underwent incomplete resection of the lesion, which was interpreted as acinic cell carcinoma. Papillary-cystic variant of acinic cell carcinoma is rarely seen, especially in young people. FNA biopsy is a useful diagnostic procedure that can help diagnose this relatively uncommon type of salivary gland neoplasm and guide its management.